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In the second of our super
mum series, we feature
mother of three and socialite
Perveen Crawford, known
over the years for her charity

fundraising events as well as being
Hong Kong’s first female pilof
However, even as you are reading
this, Perveen is in the Caribbean

training for something more out of
this world: to be Hong Kong's first

woman astronaut.
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pen the social pages of any
upmarket magazine, and you are
likely to find Perveen Crawford
gracing its pages at some glamorous function.
But there is more to Perveen than attending
“A’ list parties. When you meet her, you realise
she is not just a pretty face but kind and
gracious with a generous heart. And after a

while, you also realise that she definitely has
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an adventurous and fearless spirit.

How many of us, for instance, actually have
the courage to follow our dreams? Or walk up
and introduce ourselves to Richard Branson in
order to fulfil and even surpass them?

Perveen’s dream was to fly. “Ever since
[ was six years old, I dreamt of flying,” says
Perveen. “I guess it came about when my

parents left us in Hong Kong when they went

By Tracey Furniss

on vacations. My father had to go back to
India to see his parents. In those days travel
took a lot longer and we, my brothers and
sisters, had to go to school. My parents left
us at grandma’s place for months. I
remember being very upset. I had never
flown in my life before, and I thought if only
[ could be a pilot and fly off to wherever 1

want to go. That’s where my dream began.”



Photo: Perveen Crawford with
aeronautical engineer i
‘Burt Rutan and his sub-orbital
rocket plane SpaceShip One

Perveen may have taken some of her

get-up-and-go courage from her Persian-
born father who came to Hong Kong as a
recruit for the British Army. He later joined
the police force. “1 was not from a wealthy
family. My father was in the police force.
Then he became famous, as he was one of
the first to initiate the beginnings of the
ICAC. There was a lot of corruption in the
police force back then. He was very hard
working and brilliant and he passed all his
exams to get his inspector’s rank. But after
all that training and passing his exams they
said, ‘by the way, you need to pay us $6,000
to graduate.” He refused as he didn’t have
the money. He took his case to court. It was
a 10-year battle. He never did become an
inspector, but he became a lawyer through

fighting for his own rights.

I was born and raised in Hong Kong. I
attended St Margaret’s College.” says
Perveen. “An uncle, who was a principal
of a school, paid for the fees for all five
brothers and sisters. We were very
fortunate. After I graduated at the age of 17,
I met my husband. He was my first love and
hopefully will be my last.”

Perveen’s first step toward her dream
was to join Cathay Pacific as a stewardess.
This she did for five years before having
children. When she started a family, she
became a full-time mother. Perveen now has
three children age 14, 18 and 23.

“When my youngest child was about
one year old, | saw an advertisement in the
South China Morning Post for male or
female private pilots for the Hong Kong
Aviation Club. I said *Wow’ — the ad also
said *with no experience’. So I called them
up and an English guy picked up the phone.
I explained to him that I was a mum with
three kids and asked ‘Do you think I
qualify?’ He said, ‘Of course you do, my
mother is a pilot and an instructor and has
five children.” That gave me the incentive. |
called them up in 1993 and started learning.
In 1995, I got my licence. It took a year and
a half to learn to pilot a Cesna 172 and 182.
It took a little longer than usual as I had to
also look after my father who was very ill
at the time.”

Becoming Hong Kong's first female
pilot was an accomplishment in itself, but
it seems Perveen did not want to stop there.
Her spirit for adventure took hold again at
a party that Richard Branson was attending
last year. ** I was at a party at Cyberport for
the launch of the Virgin Atlantic flights to
Beijing,” says Perveen. “We were partying
and I asked someone if they'd seen Richard
Branson and he said, ‘Oh yes, he’s sitting
over on the sofa there.” So I walked over
[to Richard] and introduced myself as Hong
Kong's first female pilot. He immediately
asked me if I'd like to be Hong Kong’s first
female astronaut. Of course I said yes.”

As part of Richard Branson’s Founders
team, Perveen joins the likes of John
Travolta, Victoria Principal, and it seems
Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie have joined the
elite group, to be the first 100 Virgin Atlantic
commercial astronauts, each paying
US$200,000 for the privilege. The Founders
will go into space on SpaceShip Two, due
to be launched next year, but it will carry
only six passengers and two specially
trained pilots. So who gets to go first for
the two and a half hour flight into space?

Perveen says, “It will be decided through a
lucky draw.” I'd be curious to know how
Angelina would feel if Perveen gets to fly
with Brad. “He’s not my type,” she laughs.

Perveen started her space orientation
earlier this year in the Mojave Desert in
California and is in the Caribbean on
Richard Branson’s private island this month
for more team building and training with
Richard and the other Founders. But she is
the first to admit that training for space is
tough, with motion sickness being just one
obstacle she has to overcome.

Perveen first endured the pressures of
positive G-force 10 years ago in a twin-
engine jet. “It was awful, the pilot was trying
to show off what the plane could do,” says
Perveen. “We experienced over three Gs. |
got shoulder ache, headache and nausea.
There were a lot of green faces around and
most passengers headed straight for the
toilets.” Perveen will experience 7 G-forces
when she blasts off for space in SpaceShip
Two in 2008. * We have to train and pass
fitness tests. I get motion sickness, so I am
working on that.”

So how do her kids and husband feel
about all of this? “My husband thinks I am
insane,” says Perveen. “My kids don’t think
it is completely safe, but are used to the idea
now. They are quite proud of me for doing
this.”

And as for the risks, how does Perveen
feel about those?

“I'm not afraid of dying,” she says, “I
would rather die floating gracefully in space
than be buried on Earth.”

But if Richard Branson has anything to
do with it, there will be none of that. He is
building a spaceport in the New Mexico
desert in preparation for making space travel
accessible to all who can afford it, by 2009,
The Founders, of whom Perveen is part of,
are making history as the forerunners to this,
creating a new tourist destination that up
until now was only part of the vivid

imaginations of science fiction writers. Il
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Perveen's collection of miniature planes
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